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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 
Fig. 1, reference sign "26a". A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference sign(s) in the description, are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Page 15, line 23: change "unit 12" to -unit 22--. 

b. Page 17, line 14: change "processsing" to -processing--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Specification 



States. 
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5. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Steinberg et al. (U.S. Patent 6,006,039). 

Regarding claim 1, Steinberg et al. discloses in Fig. 2 an image 
processing method comprising the steps of: receiving at least one of 
photographed image data, temporary camera control information, additional 
information and indication information of a desired processing content from a 
camera (10) (40); and reasoning out or creating at least one information of 
information relating to photographing control, information relating to a 
photographed image, in accordance with the at least one of the photographed 
image data, the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information which have been received (col. 4, line 66 - col. 6, 
line 5). 

Regarding claim 2, Steinberg et al. discloses in Figs. 2 and 3 an image 
processing method wherein the information relating to the photographed image is 
information related to a subject or a photographing condition (col. 6, line 26 - col. 
7, line 4). 

Regarding claim 3, Steinberg et al. discloses in Fig. 2 an image 
processing method wherein the at least one information reasoned out or created 
is supplied to the camera (10) (58) (col. 5, lines 29-59). 

Regarding claim 4, Steinberg et al. discloses in Fig. 2 an image 
processing method wherein the step of receiving the at least one of the 
photographed image data, the temporary camera control information, the 
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additional information and the indication information from the camera (10) and 
the step of supplying the at least one information to the camera (10) are 
performed by wired or radio communications (58) (col. 5, lines 32-35). 

Regarding claim 5, Steinberg et al. discloses an image processing method 
wherein the information relating to the photographed image is principal subject 
information reasoned out or created in accordance with the photographed image 
data, wherein the information relating to the photographing control is at least one 
of camera control information set in accordance with the principal subject 
information and camera position information reasoned out and created in 
accordance with the photographed image data and the photographing place 
information as the additional information, and wherein at least one of the principal 
subject information, the camera control information, and the camera position 
information is supplied to the camera (10) (col. 5, lines 41-59; col. 6, line 6 - col. 
7, line 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Steinberg et al. discloses in Figs. 2 and 3 an image 
processing method wherein the additional information is at least one of 
information relating to deterioration or marginal lumination of the camera (10), 
information relating to poor focus of the camera (10), information relating to 
gradation control of density or color of an image, information relating to 
sharpness enhancement processing or smoothing processing of an image, 
information relating to designation of an applicable area of these image 
processing, and wherein the information relating to the image processing is 
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reasoned out or created in accordance with the additional information received 
from the camera (10) (col. 6, lines 6-25). 

Regarding claim 7, Steinberg et al. discloses in Figs. 2 and 3 an image 
processing method wherein the additional information is at least one of 
information related to an image to be composited in an output image and 
information related to a character to be composited in the output image, wherein 
at least one of information related to a composite image and information related 
to a composite character is reasoned out or created in accordance with the 
additional information received from the camera (10), and wherein at least one of 
the information related to the composite image and the information related to the 
composite character which have been reasoned out or created is supplied to the 
camera (10) (col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 4). 

Regarding claim 8, an image processing apparatus (14) comprising: a 
receiving/supplying unit (36) which receives at least one of photographed image 
data, temporary camera control information, additional information and indication 
information of a desired processing content from a camera (10) having an image 
sensor and capable of obtaining the photographed image data; and an 
information processing unit (14) which reasons out or creates at least one 
information of information relating to photographing control, information relating 
to image processing and information relating to a photographed image in 
accordance with the at least one of the photographed image data, the temporary 
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camera control information, the additional information and the indication 
information (col. 4, line 66 - col. 6 f line 5). 

Regarding claim 9, Steinberg et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (14) wherein the information processing unit (14) supplies at least one 
information reasoned out or created to the camera (10) by the 
receiving/supplying unit (36) in accordance with processing to be performed (col. 
5, lines 41-59). 

Regarding claim 10, Steinberg et al. discloses in Fig. 1 an image 
processing apparatus (14) wherein the receiving/supplying unit (36) is an 
information communication unit. 

Regarding claim 11, Steinberg et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (14) wherein the information relating to the photographed image is 
principal subject information reasoned out or created in accordance with the 
photographed image data, wherein the information relating to the photographing 
control is at least one of camera control information set in accordance with the 
principal subject information and camera position information reasoned out or 
created in accordance the photographed image data and photographed place 
information as the additional information, and wherein the information processing 
unit (14) supplies at least one of the principal subject information, the camera 
control information and the camera position information which have been 
reasoned out or created to the camera (10) by the receiving/supplying unit (col. 
5, lines 41-59; col. 6, line 6- col. 7, line 4). 
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Regarding claim 12, Steinberg et al. discloses in Figs. 2 and 3 an image 
processing apparatus (14) wherein the additional information is at least one of 
information relating to deterioration of marginal lumination of the camera (10), 
information relating to poor focus of the camera (10), information relating to 
gradation control of density or color of an image, information relating to 
sharpness enhancement processing or smoothing processing of the image, 
information relating to geometrical adjustment of the image and information 
relating to designation of an applicable area of these image processing, and 
wherein the information processing unit (14) reasons out or creates the 
information relating to the image processing in accordance with the additional 
information which has been received (col. 6, lines 6-25). 

Regarding claim 13, Steinberg et al. discloses in Figs. 2 and 3 the image 
processing apparatus (14) wherein the information processing unit (14) reasons 
out or creates at least one of information related to a composite image and 
information related to a composite character in accordance with the additional 
information which has been received and supplies at least one of the information 
related to the composite image and the information related to the composite 
character which have been reasoned out or created to the camera (10) (col. 6, 
line 63 -col. 7, line 4). 

Regarding claim 14, a camera (10) comprising: an image sensor for 
obtaining photographed image data; an input unit (26) for inputting at least one of 
additional information and indication information of a desired processing content; 
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and an information sending/receiving unit (20) for sending at least one of the 
photographed image data which has been obtained, temporary camera control 
information which has temporarily been set, the additional information which has 
been inputted and the indication information which has been inputted to an image 
processing apparatus (14) , as well as, receives at least one information of 
information relating to photographing control, information relating to image 
processing and information relating to photographed image which has been 
reasoned out or created by the image processing apparatus (14) in accordance 
with the at least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera 
control information, the additional information and the indication information, from 
the image processing apparatus (14) (col. 3, lines 45-49; col. 4, line 66 - col. 6, 
line 5). 

Regarding claim 15, a photographing system comprising: a camera (10); 
and an image processing apparatus (14); wherein the camera (10) comprises: 
an image sensor for obtaining photographed image data; an input unit (26) for 
inputting at least one of additional information and indication information of a 
desired processing content; and an information sending/receiving unit (20) for 
sending at least one of the photographed image data which has been temporarily 
been set, the additional information which has been inputted to the image 
processing apparatus (14) , as well as, receives at least one information of 
information relating to photographing control, information relating to image 
processing and information relating to a photographed image which has been 
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reasoned out or created by the image processing apparatus (14) in accordance 
with the at least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera 
control information, the additional information and the indication information, from 
the image processing apparatus (14) ; and wherein the image processing 
apparatus (14) comprises: a receiving/supplying unit (36) which receives the at 
least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information from the 
camera (10); and an information processing unit (14) which reasons out or 
creates the at least one information of the information relating to the 
photographing control, the information relating to the image processing and the 
information relating to the photographed image in accordance with the at least 
one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera control information, 
the additional information and the indication information (col. 3, lines 45-49; col. 
4, line 66 -col. 6, line 5). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R Long whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0681 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HRL 

May 11, 2004 




